Matrouschka’s
Magic

F.C. VAN TUINEN

A matrouschka consists of a se-
rics of dolls of diminishing seize.
[t miay be assumed that this sym-
bol of Russian industrial art is
generally known. New is the idea
to devise a chess matrouschka in
which the *dolls' are studies that
have a certain conncction. The
connection between these collec-
ted studies is that: 'Fach subse-
quent position results from its
predecessor by means of a de-
coy’'.

I have managed to compose such
a series of eight studies. The first
position (1. Patrouschka) is a mi-
dified version of a position that
occurred in a game | playved in
late 1986 in the club competition
of S.C. Soest in the Netherlands.
The second position (2. Ma-
trouschka) arises from a position
by means of the decoy 1. 8c6?.
The following positions arise in
an analogous manner,

For the uneven positions the sti-
pulation is: White to play and
draw.

For the even positions the stipu-
lation is: Black to play and win
The wneven positions are the
"men’ who have to try to draw. If
they go astray they will lose! The
even positions are the 'women’
who can win. If they lose their
way the result will be a draw!

The names are:
1. Patrouschka (14)
2. Matrouschka (14)



3. Atrouschka (12)

4. Betrouschka (11)

5. Cetrouschka (10)

6. Detrouschka (9)

7. Etrouschka (8)

8. Eftrouschka (7)
7a. Natrouschka is a side-varia-
tion of position 7.

Between brackets the number of
pieces is mentioned. Some of
these positions have an equal
number of pieces, but for a chess
matrouschka this is hardly objec-
tionable. Within a ’normal’ ma-
trouschka there is, I think, no
room for twins, whereas pa will
not even be mentioned. The fact
that Patrouscha can also be read
as Patrouschka (Pat is Dutch for
’stalemate’, FCvT) and Ma-
trouschka Mat is Dutch for
’mate’) is a nice incidental cir-
cumstance.

Position 1: Patrouschka

1.5d8

A) 1. %c6? Thus arises posi-
tion 2.

B) 1.Wb4? @14 2.4 We5
3.4 We2 4.g3 Wd3 —+

C) 1.We4? £d4 2.pd4
Wes 3.&d3 Hc3 4.pd2 We3
5.&d1 Hcl mate.
1..Wd8 1..&f8? 2.5e6+—;
1...&g8? 2.Wg4 Hh8 3.5f7
W7 4.%a8+— 2.Was Od4
3.&d4 Xa7 4.Wd8 4. Wa7 Hes
4...We7? 5.We7 el 6.cd
&d7 7.&b5+—) 5. Wh7 Wb =
(perpetual check) 4... 2 ad 5.¢3
Hcd4= (The ’rambling rook’ for-
ces a draw). #

Position 2: Matrouschka

1...214
A) 1...Hc6? 2.Hd8 &f8
(2...%Le8 3.8)c6 (3.Xe7?

&d8—+) 3...8f4 4.bf4 We2
5.8a8 Hf7 6.Ha7 He8 7.He7
We7 8.00e7 &el=) 3.4 c6
(3.2e6 He8 (3...We6, leading to
position 3) 4. a8 &f7 5.dc6 d5
6.2)d8=) 3...We8 (for 3...8f4
see 2...%e8 etc.) 4.Xh7 Wh5
5.8h8 &Hf7 6.5)d8 He7 7.5)c6
&d78.Hh7 &c89.5)a7 b8 =
B) 1...£d4? 2.d4 Wes
3.&c4 Hc6 4.dc6 Wed 5.Hb5
Wr56.0b6 W2 7.a6 We2 =
2.4 We5 3.bgd Wed 4.5g3
We3 5.g2 We5 6.3 6.9h2
Wh6 7.g3 Wes 8.Hh2 W4
9.%g2 Wed 10.Hh2 Hco
11.5)d8 He8 12.4)c6 W5 —+
6..Wf5 7.5g3 7.%e3 He7
8.d2 Wf4 9.2 He2 10.&b1
Wbd—+ 7..We5 8.Hf3 Hc6
9.4)¢5 9.4)d6 g6 10. HE g7 Hh6
11.Xg5 Hc3 12.k— fg5—+
9...0g6 10.Xg7 Hh6 11.Xg5
He512. 515 Hgo—+ #

Position 3: Atrouschka

1.de6 1.fe6? leads to position 4.
1...d5 2.Xh7 Hc3 3.&e2 Hh3
4. 517 He8 5.h7 £d6 6.Za7
218 7.8b7 7. %a8? Le7 8.Hb8

CHESS INTEREST

d4 9.Xa8 d3 10.&dl (10.&d2
£h6 11.&c3 d2 12.&c2 Hhi
13.h8% d1¥ —+) 10...2h6—+
7...d48.&£d2 d3 9.dl1= #

Position 4: Betrouschka

1...Hc3 2.&e2 2.bed Hced
3.%f3 5 4.Xh7 Hc3 5.k—
Hc5—+ 2.../5 3.Hh7 Hcs
3...Bh3? and position 5 arises.
4. 517 He8 5.h7 Hd5 6.Ha7
816 7.2Xa8 He7 8.h8W L h8
9.5h8 He6—+ #

Position 5: Cetrouschka

1.X£f7 He8 1...5g8? 2.h7 &h8
(2...Bh7 3.Bh7 &h7 4.e7+-)
3.e7+— 2.h7 2.X£5? leading to
position 6. 2...f4 3.HXd7 f3
4.pe3 £145.Hf2= #

/? .
///.,

Position 6: Detrouschka
1...2Xh6 2. X f1
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CHESS INTEREST

A) 2.Ef3 XEh2 3.del
(3.50el Bhd—+: 3.f1
Hd2-+) 3...Ha2 4. Eb3 Has
$.2d3 Bad 6.2b3 Hd4 7.BbS
Hb48 Das Lce3—+

B) 2.017 Xh2 3.be3 Hh3
d.50e2 (d.bed IEhd4  S.sbeld
5.pf5 Hi4 6.%g6 HiT—+)
5..Bdd—+) 4, . Eb3 5. Qa7
£.d4 6. Mad Qo5 7. Ral (7.8ed
Sbd—~4)7...Ked 8.5d2 (8. k(1
Hd3i-+)8...BeS—+
2...004 3.2b1 Sb2 3...Hd4?
gives position 7. 4.50d3 4 B[
Hd45. 215 Jed6.4d3 BeS5—-+
4. 82bd 5.2 Gc3 6. 211 Ges
7.2d1 24—+ #»

Position 7: Etrouschka

1.LEbS 1.Eb8 ke’ 2. Eh7?
(With 2, BbS White can return to
the main variation.) 2...&16
IO bgb 4.fl Lf6
(4... Ed5? would lead to position
72.) —+ L..be?1,..Hcd4 2. 3b7
BeS 3.Bb8 cbe? 4. Bb7 &I6
5.H17 &b 6.&F3 HdS leads to
position 7a (6... Hcd 7.qke3 416
(After 7...Hd4? 8. X8 &f6
9. 016 dof6 10.2d4 even wins
for White) 8. 2d7 fe5= 2.4¢d
2.0137 of6 3.qbe3 (3. Xas Af4
4.d0e3 RIS 5. Ha8 £d4 6.3
LI6~4)3...LrS4.2bl (4.2b2
Hd5—+; 4.83b3 Qr16—+;
4.8b6 Hoed 5.50d3 Bed 6.40d2
ded 7.Ra6 Ld5 8. Has dveod
9. HeS &esS 103 ded—+;
4. 2b7 HdsS—+; 4. Ohb8
LE6~+)4...HdS 5.¢7 gives rise
o position 8. 2...%0r6 3.813
Rf5 3., 814 4. del3 Rf5 5.Hb7
Ld4 6.0d3 Lf6 7.0d7 Hd4
8.40¢2 Hd59.¢7 HeS 10, 2d6=
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4. 3b7 206 5.2d7 24 6.0e3
Hed 1. L3 HeS8. Nd6~ #

Position 7a: Natrouschka

115 2d3 2.ve2 2.¢0ed4? Hdd
3.r3 s 4.¢7 HAfd4 S.sked
(5.3 Hgd-+) 5. Hed—-+
2..8162...Hd4 1.e7 Hed
4,813 = 3,016 L6 4,4d3 Leb
S5.hedm

Paosition 8: Eftrouschka

1. 0d4 1...40047 2513
(2.127 HeS 3.Hel (3.82bS
Seld 4.8013 ResS—+)

3..8g3-+) 2..Bd3 (2...KeS
3.HbS5~) 3.2 Ked 4.Hel -

2.013 Hes 3.Td1 EKel
3..8c5? 4.8d5— 4.2 RS
S.Hd5 &fd—-+ 5867

6.HcS=; 5. . Be5?76.4013 =



